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Circle of Masks April 22 at CMA 


CLEVELAND — Artistic preparations for the annual Parade the Circle Celebration will kick off at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) when it presents the Circle of Masks on Sunday, April 22, 2001, Free 
mask-making workshops and contemporary dance performances will be offered from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Spectators will get a preview of this year's Parade theme. Fancy Nonsense. Robin VanLear, artistic 
director of the Parade and CMA's coordinator of community arts, was inspired by painter Pablo 
Picasso's Rose Period works (from 1905) and his depictions of the mysterious and elusive world of 
gypsies, harlequins, and acrobats. "What better," she asks, "than Fancy Nonsense to symbolize the magic 
of dreams?" Geared to children and adults of all ages. Circle of Masks will culminate in an audience- 
interactive dance performance featuring live percussion. 

Returning Parade artists Debbie Apple-Presser, the partnership of Felix Diaz and Rosario 
Femmdez, and Mark Sugiuchi will conduct the mask-making workshops in the lower-level classrooms 
from 1 to 3:15 p.m. At the same time, CMA staff member Mary Woodward will present and discuss 
masks from the museum's Art to Go education collection of original works of art. These masks from 
Africa, Asia, and the Western Hemisphere may serve as inspiration for visitors as they create their own 
masks. 

Free masked dance performances will take place in the Indoor Garden Court between 1:30 and 
4 p.m. At 1:30 and 2:30 p.m., the PUSH Physical Theatre will present Pablo and Louise, in which Darren 
and Heather Stevenson — contemporary movement performers and mimes — will interpret costumes 
from CMA's Art Crew collection. (Art Crew costumes are inspired by works of art in the museum's 
permanent collection.) Costumes used will represent Louise Nevelson's sculpture Sky Cathedral — Moon 
Garden Wall (1956-59), and Pablo Picasso's Harlequin with Violin ("Si Tu Veux," 1918). Sculpting the space 
around them, the performers create environments from the air. The Stevensons have performed their 
choreography internationally and across the U.S. 

At 2 and 3 p.m.. Bill Wade and Leilani Barrett of the YARD (Youth at Risk Dancing) at the 
Cleveland School of the Arts will perform The Montebanks, improvisatory dances incorporating masked 
characters and depicting a dream-like interpretation of one of Picasso's Rose Period paintings. Family of 
Saltimbanques (or street acrobats, 1905). Wade is the director and founder of the YARD, and recently 
accepted the Coming Up Taller Award from then-First Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton. Barrett, a 
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Cleveland native and an original member of the YARD, has been described as "a talent with star 
quality" by Anna Kisselgoff of The New York Times. 

The festival's audience-participation finale at 3:30 p.m. will premiere Whimsical Transport, a 
performance piece featuring SAFMOD, a Cleveland-based, multi-cultural ensemble that combines 
dance, original music, and visual artistry through experimentation and collaboration. Formed in 1991, 
the group has performed in arts festivals in Chicago, Toronto, and New York. They are the resident 
dance company of the Cleveland Public Theatre. 

Parade the Circle Celebration is just around the corner: Saturday, June 9, 2001 from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in Cleveland's cultural hub — University Circle. The daylong community arts event was recently 
honored with a Governor's Award for arts outreach. Presented by CMA and University Circle 
Incorporated (UCI), this free event attracts more than 35,000 spectators and over 1,700 participants. The 
Circle of Masks marks the official beginning of the Parade season, and this is the first opportunity to see 
and purchase this year's Parade posters and T-shirts. 

* * H- 

Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The Parade is 
produced by the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Circle Village is coordinated by University Circle 
Incorporated. 

The Parade is sponsored by Metropolitan Bank & Trust with generous support from The George 
Gund Foundation. Additional support comes from the Ohio Arts Coimcil and the Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company, Inc. 

Promotional support is provided by The Plain Dealer, WMVX 106.5, and 89.7 WKSU. 
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